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Feminist Science Fictions: Texts.Archives.Authors 
CHC424, Fall 2013 

Carol A. Stabile 
 
Course Website: femscifi.wordpress.com 
cstabile@uoregon.edu 
541.346.5524 
Office: 208 Allen Hall 
Office Hours: 2-4 pm Wednesdays and by appointment 
 

Anyway, I don’t see women’s lib as necessarily hitched to some wagon of general social 
improvement . . . you have to pull, except in the general sense that getting rid of social oppression 
of all groups is necessary to any sort of better world. But if you contemplate a revolutionary 
movement, it becomes a dismal thing if it is not somehow tied to utopian dreams broader than 
itself. I confess, I contemplate with some apathy a world in which the greed and power have 
simply gone coed. I mean, bully for you, cheers and all that . . . but . . . (James Tiptree, Jr. to 
Joanna Russ, 16 September 1973) 

 
Description: In the words of author and linguist Suzette Haden Elgin, “SF is the only genre of literature 
in which it's possible for a writer to explore the question of what this world would be like if you could get 
rid of [X], where [X] is filled in with any of the multitude of real world facts that constrain and oppress 
women.” By and large barred from the physical sciences, science fiction has also provided a space for 
feminist writers to explore relationships with science, technology, and identity, unfettered by the sexist 
constraints of professions or institutions and outside the generic conventions of other types of fiction.  
 
In this course, we will be looking at feminist science fiction as a form of theory, as a strategy for thinking 
critically about the present and imagining “what this world would be like” under different circumstances. 
 
This course provides a unique opportunity for students to do the following:  
 

• Explore the genre of feminist science fiction through engagements with key texts; 
• Learn how to conduct archival research, through work in the UO Libraries’ significant holdings 

in the area of feminist science fiction; 
• Explore online fandom, expanding our understanding of archives to online domains and 

activities; 
• Learn how to write up their research for various audiences; 
• Become Wikipedia editors; 
• Discuss their research with a broader community of scholars, writers, and artists. 

 
This course coincides with the UO’s Center for the Study of Women in Society’s 40th anniversary 
celebration, which includes a one-day symposium on feminist science fiction (posted on the website). 
Funding from the Clark Honors College’s Experimental Course Award is supporting some rare, 
additional opportunities for students in this class, as listed below: 
 

• The science fiction symposium kicks off on Friday, 11/8, with an event featuring author Ursula 
K. Le Guin, who has agreed to be interviewed on stage by an undergraduate student and Professor 
Michael Hames-García (Ethnic Studies). The undergraduate interviewer will be elected by the 
members of this class and will have the opportunity to collaborate with Professor Hames-García 
on questions for Ms. Le Guin. All students enrolled in the class will have reserved seating for 
this event. Please let me know if you will be attending no later than 15 October 2013. 
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• Members of the class are also invited to appear on a panel at the symposium devoted to 
showcasing the feminist science fiction holdings at the UO Libraries, featuring student 
presentations on their research. This will allow students to speak with several of the authors we’ll 
be reading over the course of the quarter, including Suzy McKee Charnas, Kate Wilhelm, and 
Vonda McIntyre, all of whom will be attending the symposium. Invitations to present will be 
based on a review of the final project proposals students will submit on Friday, 18 October 2013.  

• Groups of students can facilitate a reading group based on selected short stories with members of 
the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute in Eugene, providing students with an opportunity to teach 
in a non-traditional setting and to engage a more general audience. For more information about 
the Osher, see http://osher.uoregon.edu/about/index.php. 

 
Assignments: 
 
Blog posts (20%): Students will contribute five posts of at least 250 words each in response to prompts 
listed on the assignment sheet. These posts must draw on research from the archives. The best entry for 
each week will win a prize! 
 
Wikipedia article (25%): Students will become Wikipedia editors and create, expand, or fact check the 
Wikipedia entry for an author or authors of their choosing. Wikipedia work will be a team-based project, 
meaning that groups of at least two students will work together on completing this assignment. Wikipedia 
work must be completed and submitted by 12 December 2013. Guidelines for Wikipedia work are posted 
on the website. Evaluations for Wikipedia work are: 
 

1. 5%: Completion of online training by Friday, 11 Oct 
2. 2.5%: Add 1-2 sentences new info to your Wikipedia article, due Friday, 25 Oct 
3. 2.5%: Preliminary bibliography, due Friday, 1 Nov 
4. 5%: 3-4 paragraph summary version of your article, due Friday, 15 Nov 
5. 5%: Peer review, including copy-editing, due Monday, 2 Dec 
6. 5%: Final revised article, due 12 Dec 

 
Book review (5%): Students will read one novel by an author we’ll be reading this quarter and create a 
1,000 word book review of that novel for the course blog. Students will sign up for book reviews on the 
website before the course begins. Guidelines for book reviews are posted on the website. Book reviews 
must be posted on the website (these are public posts) by the date the assigned novel appears on the 
assignment sheet.  
 
Final research project (10% proposal; 30% final submission): Final projects will be negotiated in 
conference with the professor during the first weeks of class. Depending on interests, intellectual, and 
professional needs, the final project could be an annotated bibliography; a fan project (video, website, 
music); an interview with one of the authors; a creative project (a short story); or a more traditional final 
paper. Whatever the genre, format, or content, the final project must reflect research students have 
conducted in special collections. The professor will post a list of possible topics on the website, but you 
are -- as always -- encouraged to strike out on your own! A proposal for the final project will be due on 
Friday, 18 October 2013. A committee of faculty members will review these proposals in order to 
determine who will participate in the opening session of the Sally Miller Gearhart “Worlds Beyond 
Worlds” Symposium (http://csws.uoregon.edu/wp-content/docs/Misc/40th_Celebration_Description.pdf) 
on 9 November 2013. Final projects must be posted on the website by 10 December. 
 
Participation (10%): Participation will be evaluated in a number of ways, including contributions to in-
class discussion, the blog, and the work of the course as a whole. Participation is a cumulative grade, 
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which means that several contributions to the blog at the end of the quarter will count less than sustained 
engagement in class and on the blog across the whole quarter. If at any time during the course of the 
quarter you have concerns about your participation grade, please see the professor. 
 
Extra Credit: There is only one way to earn extra credit (a three point increase on the final project) for 
this course, which is to come to class on Halloween, dressed as your favorite character from one of the 
short stories assigned this quarter.  
 
Collaborative Work: Students are encouraged to collaborate on their research. Bear in mind that 
effective collaboration involves extra work (the professor will take this into account when grading 
collaborative projects) and excellent organizational skills. Students interested in collaborating should 
discuss this with the professor immediately and submit a proposal in writing to the professor that includes 
a specific breakdown of the work each member of the team will be performing (this proposal can be 
included in the proposal for the final project that is due on Friday, 18 October). 
 
Graduate Students: Graduate students will do the following in addition to the above: 
 

• Read one additional novel; 
• Attend one of the Osher reading groups; 
• For each week, post two links on the blog – one briefly summarizing a scholarly article on the 

assigned text or author, plus a second link to a fan article on the assigned text or author or an 
online archival source; 

• Write a 15-20 pp. final project (topic to be determined in consultation with the professor). 
 
Required Texts: 
 
Octavia Butler, Bloodchild and Other Stories 
Andrea Hairston, Redwood and Wildfire 
Nancy Hewitt, No Permanent Waves: Recasting Histories of US Feminism 
Helen Merrick, The Secret Feminist Cabal 
James Tiptree, Jr., Her Smoke Rose Up Forever 
 
Important Dates: 
 

10/3/13, 1:30-5: Conferences with students 
10/4/13, 12:30-5: Conferences with students 
10/8/13, 1:30-5: Conferences with students 
10/10/13: Blog post 1 due by 5 pm 
10/11/13: Complete online Wikipedia course 
10/18/13: Blog post 2 due by 5 pm 
10/18/13 (Friday): Final project proposals due 
10/21/13: 2-3:30 pm, Osher Reading Group 
10/22/13: Blog post 3 due by 5 pm 
10/25/13: Add 1-2 sentences to your Wikipedia article 
10/31/13: Blog post 4 due by 5 pm 
11/1/13: Preliminary Wikipedia bibliography due 
11/5/13: Blog post 5 due by 5 pm 
11/8/13: Ursula K. Le Guin Event 
11/9/13: Sally Miller Gearhart “Worlds Beyond Worlds” Symposium 
11/11/13: 2-3:30, Osher Reading Group 
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11/15/13: 3-4 paragraph summary version of your article for Wikipedia 
12/2/13: 2-3:30, Osher Reading Group 
12/2/13: Complete Wikipedia peer review and copy-editing 
12/10/13: Final research projects due 
12/12/13: Wikipedia Watch assignments due 
 

Reading Assignments:  
 
Week 1: 
 
1 October 
 

Hewitt, No Permanent Waves, Chapters 1-2 
Merrick, The Secret Feminist Cabal, Chapters1-2 

 
3 October 
 

Intro to Special Collections and archival research: Meet in Special Collections (Paulson Reading 
Room, 2nd Floor Knight Library) 

 
Week 2: Online one-hour Wikipedia course to be completed by 11 Oct 
 
8 October 
 

Le Guin, “Nine Lives” (1969), “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” (1973) 
Novel (for individual reviewers): Le Guin, The Lathe of Heaven (1971) 
Recommended: Le Guin, “The Word for World is Forest” (1972) 
 

10 October 
 
Blog Post 1 Due (Prompt: Most provocative thing you’ve come across in the archives) 
 

Le Guin, “The Matter of Seggri” (1994) 
Novels (for individual reviewers): Le Guin, Left Hand of Darkness (1969); The Dispossessed 
(1974) 
Recommended: 
Le Guin, “Another Story” (1994) 
 

Week 3:  
 
15 October  
 

Joanna Russ, “When it Changed” (1972) 
Novels (for individual reviewers): Russ, Picnic on Paradise (1968) 

 
17 October  
 
Blog Post 2 Due (Prompt: Funniest thing you’ve come across in the archives)  
 

Russ, “Souls” (1982) 
Novels (for individual reviewers): Russ, The Female Man (1970) 
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Recommended: 
Russ, “Pornography by Women, for Women, with Love” (1985), “The Clichés from Outer 
Space” (1975) 

 
Week 4: By Friday, 25 Oct need to add 1-2 sentences new info to your Wikipedia article 
 
21 October, Monday, 2-2:30 pm, Osher Center: Ursula K. Le Guin, “Nine Lives” (1969) 
 
22 October: Kate Wilhelm to visit class 
 

Wilhelm, “The Planners” (1968), Wilhelm, “The Girl Who Fell into the Sky” (1986) 
Novels (for individual reviewers): Wilhelm, Where Late the Sweet Birds Sang (1977) 
Recommended: 
Wilhelm, “Forever Yours, Anna” (1987) 
 

24 October: Blog Post 3 Due (Prompt: Most surprising thing you’ve come across in the archives) 
 

Tiptree, “The Last Flight of Doctor Ain” (1969), “The Women Men Don’t See” (1973) 
 
Novels (for individual reviewers): Tiptree, Up the Walls of the World (1978); Crown of Stars 
(1988) 
Recommended: Julie Phillips, The Double Life of Alice B. Sheldon 

 
Week 5: Preliminary bibliography for Wikipedia article due by Friday, 1 November 
 
 29 October:  
 

Tiptree, “Houston, Houston, Do You Read?” (1976), “The Screwfly Solution” (1977) 
  
Novel (for individual reviewers): McIntyre, Dreamsnake (1978) 
Recommended:  
Tiptree (as Raccoona Sheldon), “Morality Meat” (1985), “The Girl Who was Plugged In” (1974) 

 
31 October: Blog Post 4 Due (Prompt: Best-written thing you’ve come across in the archives) 
 

Charnas, “Boobs” (1989), “Scorched Supper on New Niger” (1980) 
Novels (for individual reviewers): Charnas, The Vampire Tapestry (2008) 

 
Week 6:  
 
5 November: Dr. Joan Haran to visit class 
 
Blog Post 5 Due (Prompt: Write a letter to one of the writers you've been researching in the archives. In 
it, you can ask questions, agree or disagree with their politics or fiction, whatever) 
 

McIntyre, “Little Faces” (2006) 
Novels (for individual reviewers): Charnas, Walk to the End of the World (1974); Charnas, 
Motherlines (1978) 
Recommended: “Elfleda” (1981), “Screwtop” (1979) 
 

7 November: Vonda McIntyre to visit class 
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McIntyre, “Aztecs” (1979) 
Novels (for individual reviewers): McIntyre, Moon and the Sun (1997); McIntyre, Superluminal 
(1983) 

 
 
Week 7: 3-4 paragraph summary version of your Wikipedia article due by Friday, 15 November 
 
11 November, Monday, 2-2:30 pm, Osher Center: James Tiptree, “The Women Men Don’t See” (1971) 
	  
12 November:  
 

Wikipedia watch discussion (be ready to discuss your articles and their progress) 
Novel (for individual reviewers): Butler, Wild Seed (1980) 
Recommended: Charnas, “Beauty and the Opera or the Phantom Beast” (1996), “Listening to 
Brahms” (1988), “Unicorn Tapestry” (1980) 

 
14 November:  
 

Butler, “Crossover” (1971) 
Novels (for individual reviewers): Butler, Lilith’s Brood (2000); Parable of the Sower (1994) 

 
Week 8:  
 
19 November: 
 

Butler, “Bloodchild” (1985), “Speechsounds” (1984)  
Novel (for individual reviewers): Hopkinson, Brown Girl in the Ring (1998) 

 
21 November: 
 

Hopkinson, “Riding the Red” (2001), “Ganger Ball (Lightning)” (2001)  
Novel (for individual reviewers): Hopkinson, The Salt Road (2003) 

 
Week 9:  
 
26 November:  
 

Wikipedia work discussion (be ready to discuss problems) 
Novel (for individual reviewers): Fowler, Sarah Canary (1991) 

 
Week 10: Peer review and copy-editing of Wikipedia articles due by Monday, 2 December 
 
2 December, 2:00-3:30 pm, Osher Center: Octavia Butler, “Bloodchild” (1985) 
	  
3 December:  
 

Fowler, “At the Pelican Bar” (2009) (http://www.e-reading-
lib.org/chapter.php/151130/3/Eclipse_Three.html), “What I Didn't See” (2010) 
Novel (for individual reviewers): Fowler, We are All Completely Beside Ourselves (2013) 
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5 December:  
 

Hairston, Redwood and Wildfire, pp. 1-115 
Novel: 
Hairston, Redwood and Wildfire 

 
Grading Policy: 
 
Students are responsible for understanding the course syllabus, assignment descriptions, class discussions 
and individual conferences, and written comments on graded assignments in order to get a better 
understanding of the process of interpretation that informs this course.  
 
A+: Work of unusual distinction. Rarely awarded. 
A: Work that distinguishes itself by the excellence of its grasp of the material and the care and insight of 
its argument – work that is well executed and free of errors. 
B: Work that satisfies the criteria of the assignment and demonstrates command of the material, but does 
not achieve the level of excellence that characterizes A-quality work. 
C: Work that demonstrates a basic grasp of the material and satisfies at least some of the assigned criteria 
reasonably well. 
D: Work that shows a poor grasp of the material and/or is executed with little regard for college 
standards, but which exhibits some engagement of the material. 
F: Work that is weak in every aspect, demonstrating a fundamental misunderstanding of the material 
and/or disregard for assigned questions. 
 
MISC POLICIES: 
 

1. Attendance: This course is designed for students who do all the readings and attend classes. You are 
responsible for asking questions if you don’t understand something. If you do miss class, it is your 
responsibility to get materials covered during that session from a classmate and to make sure you 
understand what was discussed in your absence.  
 

2. Participation: This course will be run as a seminar. What that means is that much of class time will 
be devoted to discussing the assigned readings and related ideas. In order to fully participate, you will 
need to have completed the readings. Please pay attention to what others are saying. Listen carefully 
to other students and address what they have to say.  

 
3. Getting to Class Late and Leaving Early: Late arrivals and early departures distract and disrupt 

class. I find them especially annoying. If you know that you have to leave early, let me know before 
class and please leave the classroom quietly.  

 
4. Assignments and Extensions: All assignments are listed on the syllabus and will be announced well 

before they are due. If you know ahead of time that you can’t turn an assignment in on time, please 
talk to me about this before the due date. Requests for extensions after a due date will be given only 
in exceptional circumstances and must include (a) one typed, double-spaced page explaining the 
reason for missing the deadline, and (b) supporting documentation (e.g. an official doctor’s note). 
Any such written request must be received by us no later than one week after the missed due date. In 
addition, any assignments that are accepted after the due date may suffer a significant grade penalty. 

 
5. Grades: I really want you to do well on your assignments. The best advice I can give for doing well 

on assignments is to visit me during office hours to ask questions when you are working on an 
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assignment or reviewing material. If you have questions about a grade, please see me as soon as you 
have received the grade to get further feedback. These are the circumstances under which I would 
change a grade: (a) if I have made an error, or (b) if I have failed to hold you to the same standard as 
everyone else. If you believe that you have received an undeserved grade, you should make your case 
in writing to me within two weeks of receiving the grade. Grades for the course will be posted on 
blackboard one week after the assignment was due.  

 
6. Incompletes: A notation of "incomplete" may be given in lieu of a final grade to a student who has 

carried a subject successfully until the end of the quarter but who, because of illness or other unusual 
and substantiated causes beyond the student' s control, has been unable to take or complete some 
limited amount of term work. 

 
7. Students with disabilities: If you will need accommodations in order to meet any of the 

requirements of this course, please let me know as soon as possible.  
 

8. Academic Misconduct: The University Student Conduct Code (available at conduct.uoregon.edu) 
defines academic misconduct. Students are prohibited from committing or attempting to commit any 
act that constitutes academic misconduct. By way of example, students should not give or receive (or 
attempt to give or receive) unauthorized help on assignments or examinations without express 
permission from the instructor. Students should properly acknowledge and document all sources of 
information (e.g. quotations, paraphrases, ideas) and use only the sources and resources authorized by 
the instructor. If there is any question about whether an act constitutes academic misconduct, it is the 
students’ obligation to clarify the question with the instructor before committing or attempting to 
commit the act. Additional information about a common form of academic misconduct, plagiarism, is 
available at www.libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students.   

 
9. Discriminatory conduct (such as sexual harassment): The University will not tolerate 

discriminatory conduct. It poisons the work and learning environment of the University and threatens 
the careers, educational experience, and well being of students, faculty, and staff. Such behavior will 
not be allowed in this classroom. 

 
10. Announcements: Any changes to the syllabus, class cancellations, or other matters pertaining to the 

class will be posted on the course website. You should check this site at the beginning of each week. 
 

11. Inclement Weather: in the case of snow, please check the course website for information about class 
cancellations.  

 
For further information about university policies, please see the UO Student Conduct Code.  
 


